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HI 103 – World History



History 103

World History to 1500

October 22 Project Serve 

2 for Oakleigh archives, 

4-6 for home helping to set up for “Victorian Mourning”

October 24 Online Quiz Chapter 10

October 25 Online Quiz Chapter 11

October 26 Article Review Three Due

Study Guide to be handed out in class

November 2 EXAM 3 (Ch. 8-11)

November 11 Veterans Day (No Class – expect an extra assignment)



Chapter 10 – Traditional China

Era of Disunity



Chapter 10 – Traditional China

Landed Gentry

British:

Gentle man

(not a working man)

Land owner 

living (well) off rent income

Chinese:

Scholar-gentry

Passed civil service exams

Land owner 

living (well) off rent income



Foot 

binding

Beauty

Status

Dependence
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Cassette Girls

“Old Mobile Fort Louis 

de la Lousiane 1702-

1711” by Jay 

Higginbotham, describes 

their shipboard 

experiences and the travel 

to Mobile.

These young women were 

quickly named the 

‘cassette’ girls because the 

French government gave 

each volunteer some 

clothing and a small trunk 

called a ‘cassette’ to take 

with them to America. 

Some of the young ladies 

died of illness after arrival 

or fell ill aboard ship. The 

first consignment reached 

Mobile in 1704.

The Value of Women

Chapter 10 – Traditional China

Three 

Impoverished 

Maidens



Payment to get rid of the girl

Daughter is viewed as a liability

Or

Wealth Transfer to daughter

Eldest son will inherit family wealth.

Protection against widowhood or husband 

who wastes family assets.

The Value of Women
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Dowry



“May you be the 

mother of a 

hundred sons.”

- toast to the bride 

The Value of Women

Chapter 10 – Traditional China
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Cost of 

getting married
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Cost of 

getting married
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Shortage of Chinese Women

Bride-Price

$9,000-$16,000

(average income is $10,000)

And at the same time

Leftover Women
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historically, there have been about 105 boys born for every 100 girls worldwide
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Explosion in Central Asia: The Mongol Empire
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Genghis Khan (r. 1206-1227)
Born: Temuchin

Title: Genghis Khan

“universal ruler”

Father was a chieftain

Delivered to father of future bride at age 9

Father poisoned, Temuchin returned to claim position but young

Family abandoned to live in poverty. Captured/enslaved in a raid at age 15 but escaped.

Marries at 16, but she is kidnapped. Rescued. First son born 9 months later



Chapter 10 – Traditional China

Genghis Khan (r. 1206-1227)
Born: Temuchin

Title: Genghis Khan

“universal ruler”

Practiced meritocracy (except himself)

Encouraged religious tolerance

Prohibited Mongols from sedentary occupations

Did not automatically kill conquered tribes



A coalition of tribes

Rescue of young bride

Based on plunder

Now need permission

Share spoils with warriors

The problem of succession
Empire twice size of Roman empire

Divide among sons & immediate family

Name third son heir

Chinggis Khan = Genghis Khan
(r. 1206-1227)

Qubilai Khan = Kublai Khan
(r. 1260-1294)

Grandson of Genghis Khan
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Qubilai Khan = Kublai Khan

(r. 1260-1294)

Grandson of Genghis Khan

Emperor of China
The Yuan Dynasty 1271-1368

Invasions of Japan 

Discussed in Chapter 11

Chapter 10 – Traditional China
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Death and Destruction

“price of peace”

Diverted river to destroy rival’s birthplace

Used human shields.

Made pyramids of severed heads as symbol of victory

Crops burned to starve opposition

Killed ~ 40 million people



Ming 

Dynasty
(1369-1644)
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1 million soldiers

Construct/repair 

Great Wall

Expansion of 

European trade

Back to silver 

money



Ming 

dynasty

Yongle
(r. 1402-1424)

Move capital 

back to 

Beijing

Conquer 

Vietnam

Chapter 10 – Traditional China



Chapter 10 – Traditional China

Iconic Great Wall build during

Ming Dynasty
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Ming wall – 5,500 miles

Total walls 

13,171 miles

26 ft. high

16 ft. wide
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Zheng He

Muslim

Eunuch at age 10

Servant/advisor to future emperor



Seven

Voyages 

of

Zheng 

He

1405-33
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62 ships carrying 28,000 men (supported by 190 smaller ships)

“Treasure ships” about 417 feet long and 171 feet wide- maybe



Seven

Voyages 

of

Zheng 

He

1405-33
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In Search of the Way

Pages 343-345

Chan (Zen) Buddhism – “mind training”

appealed to many intellectuals

Pure Land Sect – “stressed role of devotion”

more appealing to ordinary Chinese 
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Neo-Confucianism

Law of the yin and yang

and the five elements



Next Up… Chapter 11 – Japan, Korea & Vietnam 


