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ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

University of Mobile students are expected to reflect a high standard of academic integrity in every area 

of their performance, which includes properly attributing the words and ideas of others. In all academic 

writing, students must acknowledge not only quotations, but summaries, paraphrases, graphics, and 

media as well, citing the source of the information.  Failure to do so is plagiarism, and is considered a 

violation of the school’s basic mission. Being found guilty of violating this code is not only 

embarrassing but academically damaging. See the University of Mobile’s Catalog for our complete 

Academic Integrity and Conduct Code  UM Undergraduate Academic Information, and consult with 

your instructor on any questions related to use of source material. 

 

FORUMS 

    Purpose: The purpose of forums is to generate discussion and encourage a community of learning 

among students and the instructor. Your participation is important because it contributes to the 

collaborative learning of the class. This dynamic process allows students to learn from one another as 

well as from the instructor, so it is important to participate regularly and meaningfully. 

    Policies: Forums are to be conducted both respectfully and professionally by all participants. Postings 

should be accurate reflections of your ideas, opinions, observations, and research, and should also 

demonstrate respect for and consideration of those presented by others in the class. Postings represent 

you as a student as well, so they should reflect your best command of standard written English and 

netiquette.   

    Requirements:  Forum participation is required and graded, so pay attention to your instructor’s 

specific requirements for posting and responding. It is important to complete any required reading and 

other assignments before making your initial post—your contributions should indicate your own prior 

preparation for the assignments, and not rely on that of your classmates.   

 

 UMOBILE ONLINE NETIQUETTE GUIDE   

    When addressing instructors, refer to them respectfully by title and last name, i.e. “Professor Jones.” 

    Be at least as courteous to your online classmates as you would to those in a face-to-face class. The 

online environment can foster a sense of anonymity, but everyone in the class is your brother or sister in 

Christ. Even if—and especially if—your views differ, it is important to treat one another with dignity 

and respect. 

    Take class discussions seriously. Your classmates will be putting a great deal of time and effort into 

their posts and other assignments. Take time to read these closely and respond thoughtfully (“I agree” 

does not generally count as being thoughtful). 

    Be a good discussion participant. Contribute meaningfully, but do not dominate the online discussion 

with overly lengthy or excessive posts. 

    Be aware of how you are presenting yourself. Communicate in standard written English, paying 

attention to grammar and mechanics. Avoid texting acronyms and other overly-casual conventions that 

could reflect poorly on you. Your classmates will appreciate your professionalism. 

    Respect your classmates’ privacy. Personal opinions put forth in the context of your course are a part 

of the collaborative learning process and are not a public record of your classmates’ political, spiritual, 

or professional stances. Do not share these outside the class. 

    Take care when using humor. A remark you might say offhandedly to be funny in a face-to-face class 

can be misconstrued as dismissive or offensive in the online environment without the context of tone 

and facial expression. 
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    Do not allow yourself to be overly sensitive. It is easy to make communication missteps online—be 

forgiving of your classmates, because you would want the same consideration in return. 

    Enjoy one another’s company. Every member of the class is a remarkable child of God attempting to 

accomplish something quite impressive as he or she pursues a college education online. Each of you 

brings unique experiences and expertise to the online class environment. Take the time to appreciate 

these, and to be thankful for the company of a special group you probably would not have had the 

opportunity to “meet” in any other way. 

 

 

 E-MAIL 

Communications regarding your coursework, student account, financial aid, academic advising, and all 

other UM business must be conducted using your University of Mobile RamsMail account, not through 

a personal e-mail account. See  UM Student Handbook  below. 

            

 

SUPPORT 

    Contact your instructor for concerns related to the course itself (i.e. content, activities, and 

assessments) as soon as these arise. 

    For technical problems, refer to the Technical Help tab in your course site. If you are unsure whether 

a problem is course-related or technical, begin by contacting your instructor. 

    Contact the Adult and Professional Studies office at (251) 442-2558 for issues related to your 

enrollment (i.e. adding or dropping courses, schedule concerns). 

  

 

CONNECTIVITY 

To participate in UM's Adult and Professional Studies online courses, students must be competent in 

basic computer skills and have regular access to the internet. You will also need a word processing 

program and at least two of the following browsers installed: Firefox (preferred), Google Chrome, 

Safari, and Internet Explorer.  If you do not already own Microsoft Office, which includes a word 

processing program (Word), a spreadsheet program (Excel), and other useful tools, you may want to 

consider purchasing it through Varsity Buys. As a UM student, you qualify for a discounted rate on 

Office 365 through the Varsity Buys website:  

http://e5.onthehub.com/WebStore/ProductsByMajorVersionList.aspx?cmi_mnuMain=2b44b80c-dfc9-

e111-971c-f04da23e67f6&ws=d224531c-7466-e211-a88c-f04da23e67f4  . 

 

This information is also available on MyUM at the Home tab under UM Software Discounts. 

 

 

 COURSE STRATEGY 

Students are strongly encouraged to compose all course writing in a word processing program from 

which they can copy to course text boxes, forums, and email screens. (Highlight Ctrl-C copies text; Ctrl-

V pastes it to a new location.) As is the case with all secure systems, KEEN automatically logs inactive 

users out after a period of time and any internet connection can experience disruptions, both of which 

can result in lost text if you are composing online. 

 

 Using your word processing program safeguards your writing, provides you with a record of your 

participation, and allows you the advantage of formatting, editing, and spell checking features. This 

practice also affords you the opportunity to review your writing closely before submitting it, and can 

save you time re-writing . . . as well as disappointment over lost work. 
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 AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 

It is your responsibility as a student to contact the UM’s Coordinator of  Student Support Services at 

(251) 442-2284 if you believe you qualify for accommodations under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or 

the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Eligibility verification and accommodations are 

coordinated with the University of Mobile’s Enrollment Services. See the University of Mobile’s 

Student Handbook for our complete Americans with Disabilities Act policy  UM Student Handbook  . 

 

 ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES 

The University of Mobile is committed to an effective assessment process to evaluate specific courses, 

as well as student satisfaction and learning. As a UMobile Online student, you will occasionally be 

required to participate in assessment activities in the form of surveys, tests, or other instruments. Your 

responses will contribute to program improvement. 

 

LIBRARY 

UMobile Online students have full access to the University of Mobile’s J.L. Bedsole Library, its online 

catalog and databases, electronic journals, research guides, and inter-library loan services at  J.L. 

Bedsole Library  . Your student log-in is your student id number, and the password is 5555. Public 

service and reference librarians are available to provide personal assistance during regular library hours, 

and may be reached at (800) 946-7267, (251) 442-2246, or  J.L. Bedsole Library  . Tutorials and FAQs 

are provided on the library’s home page, as is information on copyright and fair use law. 


